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at this time in Exgland. They have their Provincials and other Superiors ; ilicy 
keep in one Popith Great Man's Houſe or other their yearly Syncds and Viſitati- 
ons, and hold their Triennial Chapters for the chuſing thoſe Provincials, Cc. and 
are in as much method here as even in Reme or France. And one would think from 
theſe their Numbers, and Practices, that there are no more Laws againſt them in 
than in France or Rome. Has not (to trouble You with no more Names 
preſent) that infamous Jeſuit Peters (Brother to the famous Privy: councellor) 
ho tore our th Bible in his Pulpit in Lime ſtreer in the late Popiſh Reign, con- 
tinu d in Eg laud ever ſince, liv d at Marry lone under the Name of Spencer, and is 
| at the Head of all the Jeſuits Affairs at this Day here? 
By the Wiſdom of our Parliaments Laws were alſo made to forbid abſolutely 
(6) 22 Rü. any Popilh Worſhip in England; to ſay Maſs is the Forfeiture () of 200 Marks 
c 1. eck. 4. with one Year's Impriſonment, and to hear Maſs is the Forfeiture of 100 Marks 
with a Year's Impriſooment ; and yet, in deſpight of all your Laws, what Num- 
bers of Mafs- houſes are up and down this Kingdom at this time! And what publick 
Reſort is there every where to em in London, in Tork, in Winchefter, in Durham, 
not to mention more Places now ! And what Crouds may be ſeen any Sunday- 
morning in Lincolu's- Inn. Fields! - 
I am aſſur d there are but few Pariſhes in London, wherein Maſs is not faid every 
Sunday ; and 1 may affirm that to You, which will ſtartle You very much, There 
are more Maſſes ſaid in a Sunday · forenoon in London and Weſtminſter, than the 
Church of Exgland. Services in all the Pariſh-Churches within the Bills of Mor- 
tality put together. And the Levying the Fines of this one Act upon the Papiſts 
for ho Term of the laſt Year only, would have rais'd ſo much Money, as would 
not only pay off that great Debt which the ingenious Dr. Davenant has very judi- 
ciouſly computed the Nation to be in, but prevent your laying one Farthing of 
Tax upon the Nation for Seven Years to come. 
(e) 13 Bliz. Is it not, Sir, a Prœmunire by our Laws (e), either to bring into Elana, or 
&2-ſeft-7- to receive any Aus Dei g, Beads, or ſuch Popiſh Trinkets? Is it not the Forfei- 
ture of 40 Shillings either to ſel] or buy here any one Popiſh Pialter, Manua) 
% 3 F4c. 1+ Roſarie, or Office whatever (4) > and yet theſe _ are brought in, and bought 
leg. 25. and fold as publickly, as Toys or Books are in Weſtminſter-ball in Term- time 
Sometimes in the Hall, ſometimes in the Court, ſometimes before the very 
Gates of a certain Houſe, which was not long ſince a Franciſcan Convent. Alas, 
Sir, Popery is fo far from being baſhful here, - that it's not content barely to make 
ing of your Laws, but can with ſcorn trample upon them. What leſs is the 
Papiſts reſorting publickly, in Crowds, as it were in Proceſſions? as almoſt all 
King's-ſtreet know they did but laſt Ofober 13th, into the Cathedral of We/tmin- 
fer it ſelf; and there, in the Face of the Sun, paid their Superſtitious Devotions at 
the Shrine of Edward the Conſeſſor. | 
That Juſt Deteſtation againſt Popery, which the whole Nation had entertain'd, 
made it the Care of Parliaments to prevent any of the Subjects being perverted 
to that Religion. They wiſely conſider d that there could not be a Convert made 


to without loſing a Subject to the Government; and in or Days this muſt 
hold truer than ever, there being not one Native Papiſt, or Popiſh Convert, I dare 
ſay, that 25 ot perfectly hate the preſent Government. Such Conſiderations 
e) 23 File. made our Pa: lam ts more jm e to EnaQ, That it ſhould be Treaſon (e) in 
« 1-left-2,3-any one to tern another, or to be turm d to the Popiſh Religion here; and Miſpri- 


1 Far. 1: fich of Treaſon for any that were Aiders or Maintainers init. But are there ſtill, 
Sir, ſuch Laws in {, when it's the daily Endeavour of above Thouſands in 
vgland. to make to Popery ? and they pad te oder Numbers they 
E Biſhops and Prieſts are every- where at Liberty to male 

they. n. 'There are not fewer than twenty Prieſts about one 

in L. I. 1; every Sunday, part of whoſe Buſineſs is to ſay the 
and another part to. make Converts. Have they not carried their Con- 
verts in triumph to their Mab at Pur bam Do they not the Siſters Lanes 
aſe, or rather Nupnery, in Mincheſter, (in the very Face of the Cathe- 
I) of the Conyerts they malie there? And, to omit forty more Inflances, can- 
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(3) 
not the Father James at Somerſet-houſe, and the two Iriſh Fryars Nagent alias La- 
cas, and g alias Feu at the Convent in L. I. Fields, glory of the Converts they 
have made, and are, in contempt of all your Laws, daily making? Newgate it 
ſelf cannot eſcape their Diligence; and the lriſh Conneit can give a good Account 
of his Induſtry, if not of his Succeſs there 

Upon the mention of theſe three Jriſb Prieſts, give me leave to ask what You 
think the French King would ſay to it, if my Lord Mancheſter, inſtead ot One 
Chaplain He has with him, had entertain'd Twelve or Fourteen Frexch Proteſt ant 
Miniſters, whole Buſineſs ſhould have been chiefly to baptize, viſit the Sick, and 
give the Communion up and down Paris, and to make what Converts they 
could from Popery > There is more than one Gentleman in England, that knows 
the reaſon of ſuch a Queſtion here. And the taking up of Dr. Wickare (when 
Chaplain with myLd. Portland) by the Lieutenant Criminal at Paris, on a falſe Infor- 
mation, gives us an Anſwer alſo from Fraxce-—- But to return to their Triumphs 
here about their Converts, it would be unpardonable to ofnit the late triumphant 
Reception that was made for the Lord Baltamores Son's Lady at the Franciſcan 
Chappel, how it was ſtrew'd with Flowers, c. for her firſt coming there. Nay, 
ſo dale and ſo furions is their Zeal no, that a Convert from Popery goes in dan- 
ger of his Life in England ; and the late Spiriting away of the poor Spaniſh and 
Portugueſe Converts tells you very plainly, what they dare dagow, as well as 
their impudent Perſecution of Dr. Conner at his dying Hours; as Dr. H. of St. Giles's 
can tell you more at large. 

Would You, or your Houſes of Parliament, think fit to inquire into the Num- 
ber of Converts to Popery, made within this thirty or forty Years paſt, I be- 
lieve it would ſtartle You far more than this Letter can. It's true, You would 
not find them all tere; for That is another part of their Care, as well as of their 
Contempt of all your Laws, that they ſend moſt of em away to their Popiſh Se- 
minaries abroad; and they dare brag that ſcarce a Week om in which they 

do not ſend either a born Papiſt or a Popiſh Convert to ſome of em: And the 
Jeſuit Peters alias Spencer has a very conſiderable part in this Charge. 

And are not theſe their Popiſh Seminaries as great an Aﬀrontto your Laws as any 
of the reſt > What Care has not the Wiſdom of Parliaments taken to prevent any of 
dur Subjects being ſent for Popiſh Education abroad! The Laws in this reſpeR are 
ſo ſtri& and 1evere, that any one that reads them would conclude, that the 


greateſt Papiſt in Exgland durit nat ſend a Child abroad to be fo educated; much 
more that no Man durſt either make 


totheir Popiſh Seminaries. | 

But for all this, they ſend em conſtantly abroad, both Sons and hters, 
both Papiſts born, and Popiſh Converts; and are breeding them up there for the 
continual Diſturbance of our Nation; and make of their Converts the very worſt 
Firebrands of all; as the Jeſuit Parſons did prove, and I fear the late Madman 
Convert will. Nor have they ſuch Popiſh Seminaries only abroed, this would 
be too ſmall a Contempt of You and your Laws, if they did not keep up ſome here 
under our own Noſes. They have their Popiſh Schools in London, and too many 
other places; they have their Nuuneries, at Tort for inſtance and at Hamerſmith; 
and the latter Nuns, live in hopes of better Accommodations at a Noble Houſe not 
far from them, which I think is called Sion · Houſe, and they ſay belongs to the 
Nuns of St. Brigit. OF 0 

I was not willing to trouble You with too o_ Letter, eſpecially in Parlia- 
ment-time, or I ſhould have inſtanc'd in more Matters, and particularly abour 
thoſe good Men the Jeſuits, whoſe Eſtate in Exgland is not computed at leſs than 
30000 J. per Ann. And would You not think it ſtrange, if theſe Jeſuits, - "ge 
Agent B. ſhould be at this time the Farmers of the Markets of the of 
Lomeox it ſelf, and cruelly ing upon the poor People there? : 

This is the State of Popery now in England, and theſe are their Practices: And 
now, Sir, I will again ask You, is there no Danger of the Proteſtant Religion 
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here? ls there no Fear of Popery in England, when it is making ſo great a Pro- 
greſs among us? When che Ford Pricks now ſwarm throughout the * 
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When their Maſſes are publick almoſt every-where, and ſiequented es crenly, 
as if theirs was, and not ours, the Eſtabluht Religion of te Country ; When 
they compaſs every Part and Place of Exg/and to make their Convars, ard glory 
fo much in their Numbers of them, and ſend em to their Popiſh-Seminar.es and 
Convents abroad. 

What could they do more, if theirs was the Eſtabliſht Religion cr the Nation; 
as they hope ere long to [ce ir, and declare they do net fear Accompliſhing their 
great Deſign in the Way they are now in, In a little time they hope to take 
poſſeſſion again of ali their Rights, as they call em; of the Eſtates of our Nobili- 
ty and Gentry that are upon Abby-Lards; and of the Cathedrals and Churches 
of our Clergy. Their Bp. Leyborn lyes ready in Queens-ftreet to take poſfeſſion of 
Lambeth-houſe ; and their Bp. Smith is as ready for that of Tork, where his Silver 4 
Croſier was in the late Reign prepared for him; and Bp. Gifford is ready to plant at 
Lilehffeld or Norcrſter; for He will not go nearer Bath for old Lue/lin's ſake, who 
is there already. | 

What is the Reaſon I pray, Sir, when theſe things are really ſo, of the general 
Silence in Exgland about Popery ? Have we forgot all their Plots and Conſpira- 
cies, and even the laſt 4ſaſinration One? Have we — their Practices in the 
late Reign, and how near the DeſtruQtion of the Proteſtant Religion, and of all 
our Rights and Liberties was then? and how inevitable this was, without that | 
miraculous Deliverance which we received by his prefent Majeſty > Whom God | 
long preſerve. What is the meaning of the unaccountable Infenſibility we are 
now under? Were weall miſtaken hen; and is Popery, which then, and ever till 
now, was ſo idofatrous, and fuperſtitious, and cruel, and tytannical and intolerable, 
become 2 holy, innocent, harmleis, inoffenſive Perſuaſion at laſt > No, no, Sir, 
Popery is Popery #8, Our conſtant implacable Enemy; and, if We will not take 
care of our ſelves, it will rake care of us, in ſuch a way, as will make all 
our Hearts to bleed; in a Way that will be the Ruin of all our Laws, of all our 
Rights and Eſtates, as well as of our Holy Religion; and when This is gone, let 
the other go Tor me. | 

Where is your Love to your Reſigion, your Country, your Laws and your Pro- 
perty, if you can ramely look on, and ſuffer all thete Aﬀronts from Popery to 
Every Oneof Them 2 from You in Parliament We muſt expect Redrefs in this 
imminent Danger ; and it You will not help us il = terrible Circumſtance, 
1am dure Vou will acknowledge. that you h uever anfwer this careleſs Uncon- 
cern to God, or y uu wwal Sviiifences. or to your Country: And efpecially figce % 
you have the greateſt Encouragement imaginable to do your utmoſt for the put- 
ring an Effectual Stop to the Growth of Popery, when you conſider Who now 
firs on the Throne, vi. not only a Proteſiant, but a King to whom, under God, 
we owe our Prefervation from Popery ; and who hath ſignalized His Zeal and 
Courage for the Proteſtant Religion and tntereſt, mcomparably beyond any King, 


c Prince, in Chriſtendom. «at 
© You cannot expe, or be pleaſed with, any Apology for the Freedom of tits 
Letter from, 
| SIR, 
_ Favay95: Tour mo Affectianate, Flumble Servant, R. W. 
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